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Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, Pebrucry 13. 1692. 


Senile 


Queft. 1. Fiat Accounts do you meet with about 
the Original of Shrovetide ? 
An(w. Shrovetide is from the 


Saxon,it comes from the word /brive, fhrift,or Shrove ; or 
the Tide or Time when they Shrove or confefs’d their 
Sins, (as wascultomary with the Carbslicks ) and re- 
ceived the blefled Sacrament, to the end that they 
might more religionfly obierve the Holy time of Lent 
immediately enfuing. Some believe it might come from 
the wotd Scribere, to write down, becaufe their Con- 
feffion was ulually taken in Writing ; but in procefs 
of time they turn’d it into a Cuftom of Invitations, 
and taking their leave of Flefh and other Dainties, 
and afterwards by degrees into Sports and Merriments. 
—— Nor was this the only Cuftom of Catholicks, bur 
we find the fame praétis’d by the Turks, 8c. which 
they call Ramadan, ‘twas then (as they fay) that the 
Alcoran came down from Heaven, and therein they 
faft, whieh they begin in this manner. The night be- 
fore they all Junket and revell till they can diftinguith 
a White thread from a black by the Morning Light, and 
then they leave off and begin to faft, fuch as eat or 
drink privately, are (at leaft) baftanado’d, if no great- 
er punifhment be inflicted on ‘em: The Turks Lent is 
very ftriétly ebferved, even in War, Travel, Sicknefs, 
¢7c. See Thevenots Travels into the Levant, p.41. for a 
fuller account of this matter, as alfo the Carnivals of 
other Countries. 

Quel. 2. What Nation invented Painting ? 

Anfw. Some have been of Opinion that the Off-fprin 
of Abraham that went into Egypt were the firft, an 
that they taught it tothe Egyptians ; but "tis more uni- 
verfally believed that the Ezyprians were the firft Pain- 
ters, (Statuaries and Philofophers) and that Greece brought 
it to perfection, but what part of Greece is yet doubt- 
ed. Somé wou'd affign it tothe Sicyones, others to Co- 
rinth, where by drawing lines round the Extremities of 
® Man, was rudely made the firft ftep to pifturee The 
Greeks began with one Colour, and by degrees brought 
it to the perfection which we find in the days of Apel- 
les : From Greece it went to Rome, where it wasalmott 
loft again by the Inundations of the Huns, Vandals, 
Goths and Lumbaris, but was reftor'd afterwards by 
Titian, Paphael, Urbin, Angelo, 8c. 

Ich it be the Opinion of a lave Author, that the 
Egyptians were the firft Painters, yet we find the moft 
Ancient Writers deny it, thé in affigning the place chey 
difagree amongft themfelves, Pliny wou'd per{wade us 
that one Gyges a Lydian was the very firit Author : 
Theopbrafus wou'd have one Polignotus an Athenian to 
be the Inftitutor thereof, but PHny fays that Poligno- 
tur was a Thaliam, and was only the firft that painted 
Women in fingle Apparel, and trimmed their heads with 
Cawls and fundry Colours: And ’cis very probable 
that Plixy was inthe right, fince Painting with divers 
Colours was not praétisd for a confiderdble time after 
the firft Invention, Cleophantus of Corinth being the firft 
Author of divers Colours, as Telepbanes was the firft 
that drew with one Colour only: So that after all, a 
full Anfwer to the Queftion now, wou'd be very Ma- 
gifterious, fince the Ancients themfelves difagree about ir 
in their Affertions. 

We fhall onlv take notice by the by, that a late Au- 
thor that has writ on this Subjeét, when he endeavour'd 
to prove that the Houfé of Ij ael that went down into 
Egypt were not the firft Authors of Paipting; he af- 
ferts, that the Ezyptians had too mean a value of ‘em 
to learn any thing of em, and that the Intereft of Fofeph 
was not (uficient to gzin his Brethren a greater favour than 
4 frontier Province; which is a grofs miftake: lee Gen. 
47.6. and there ’tis evident, that they had the CHOICE 
ef all Egypt to dwellin. He fays alfo that 4aron learn’d 


to make the Golden Calf from obe Egyptians: See Exod. 32. 
24. from whence ’tis plain that the words, I cajt ‘em 
ino the fire, ( meaning the Ear-rings and Gold it was 
made on) and there came out, this Calf: Suppofe that 
twas a rude accidental Form, .liker a Calf than any 
thing elfe, and not an Imitation of the Egyptian Apis, 
aud by confequence sot jearn’d of the Egyptians. Ano- 
ther Error is, that the Egyptians bragg’d they had Paint- 
ing fix thoufand Years before it went into Greece, 
which was long before the World was made, and ought co 
have been but fix hundred years: As alfo that the Syco- 
nidns, not Sicyones, as he afferts, were the firft Praéti- 
fers of Painting in Greece. 

Queft. 3. Is there any fuch thing as the Philofopbers 
Stone ? 

Anfw. We have already laugh’d at this Queftion, and 
not only fo, but fhow’d an Impoffiblity how it fhou’d be 
effected ; and if another comes, or fhou'd come, who 
fhou’d laugh more or lefs at it,it is but «um agere,the fame 
in another drefs, which confider’d, there's nothing in 
the World more ridiculous in the cafe of new difcove- 
ries, or the decifion of Queftions, to do what has been 
done already. 

Queft. 4. Whence bave we our Opium, whether is it bot 
or cold, if hot, why Narcotick, (or fiupifying) if cold, why 
Sudorifick ; (or procuring [weat ;) let it be what it will, bow 
comes it to have that deference for thofe Animal Spirits that 
are required for the Motion of the Heart, and for re(piration, 
as very oftento {pare'em, whilft it feizes the others that com- 
municate with the Organs of the External Senfes ? 

_ Anfw. Opium is but the Tear that diftills from Pep- 
pies, which at certain times in the Year have incifions 
made in’em for that end. We. have it from Greece, 
Cabaia in the Eaft Indies, Grand Cairo in Ezypt,. 

No one has ever ask’d whether Opium be hot or eold 
for fome Ages; the Opinion of the Ancients about its 
being cold having been fora long time exploded, fiace 
upon Experiment its found to be inflamable, bitter and 
Sulphureous, and of all Narcoticks it has the fineft Sul- 
phur ; that of Henbane, Hemlock and Mandrake being more 
Impure and grofs, and confequently more injurious, 
even fometimes to fatality it felf. Opium is primarily 
Hypnotick, whereas other. Anodine Sulpburs are but fob 
accident, as chat of Mettals, Minerals, ‘and ‘that which 
lodges in Native Cinnabar. The Reafon why. Treacle 
and Michridate provoke Sweat, is from the Opixm that 
1s in em ; for it thofe Blectuaries are prepared without 
it, they have not that Effect, as we find by the Ex 
rimegts of the Learned Wallaus, p. 61. Add to this that 
Narcoticks have in ’em,a Volatile Salt, as Opium, Saffron, 
from whence arifes the proper reafon of their refolu- 
tion in the Stomach, when given in Emulfions, Spirit 
of Wine, Brandy, &c. The Salt is left behind, whilft the 
fulphureous Effluvia’s are convey'd to, and Circulated 
with the Blood, if applyed outwardly, and worn for 
24 hours together; it only works by demulcing and 
mollifying, not by ftupifying ; taken inwardly it parti- 
cularly affects the Nervous parts, and aéts both by de- 
mulcing, digefting, mollifying, wc. as alfo by tupityi 
or fixing the Animal Spirits, by fto i up their {ma 
Paffages.into cheBrain,as alfo their influx into theNetves, 
whereby the Archeus of Nature becomes Jax, inactive 
and drowfie, .The reafon why it affects not thofe Spi- 
rits which ferve for refpiration, pslfation, aud the 
motion of the Heart, whilft the other are flagnated, 
is becaule the Dofe ufually prefcribed is ‘but barely 
enough to affect the firft {mall paflages it meets with, 
and fo ftupifies the Senfes, whereas a large Dofe wou'd 
reach to the Cerebellum, where the par OGauum has it 
rife, the dependant Channels of which bei ftrugted 
theirenfues an. univerfal Nurcofis, or ftupeh ion, and 


by confequence Death 
Queff 


Queft..¢. There is a Plant that grows on Mount Leba- 
tus in Syria, which the Arabian calls the Golden Herb, 
it begins to appear in the Month of May, after the Snow is 
thw; in thetwilight it appears all in a Flame, and con- 
tinues Like a Torch until the Morning without diminution of 
its 2 9 : Moreover, the People of that Countrey think 
that by it the Tran{mutation of Mettals might be com- 

pifjed, bus they dare not dig it up, becaufe [uch as bave at- 
tempted it dyed ona fudden, and in the Undertaking: Pray 
your Thoughts upon thele furprizing Phanomenas? 

Anfw. A late Author writing upon this Subject, 
tellsthe World that poflibly ’tisa Sulpburcous Soil which 
is always exhaling fteams in great Quantity, which being 
condenled bythe Cold of the Night kindles into a Flame: The 
word Exhaling wi!) be unintelligible, tilla Rerula cor- 
rects it at School again, and turns it into a pafive ; but 
how the Cold of the Night fhou'd Condenfe it, and kindle 
it intoa Flame, is as reafonable to believe, as that the 
River of Thames fhou'd burn like Brandy, being now 
frozen over ; but perhaps a Cup of the Creature might 
have elevated the Author into the middle Region of 
the Air for an Antiperiftafis: —— Our Opinion is 
this, that lec it be what it will, it is no real Fire if it 
eonlumes not, and vanifhes with the light, but a Me- 
teor, or dry Exhalation, like our Will-1’th'-Wifp, or 
Fack-a-Lanthorns, which have as real Exiftence in the 
Day as inthe Night, but only are invifible by means 
of a greater Light. As to the Tranfmatatien of 
Mettals, fee our Qaeftion about the Philofophers Sone : 
And as for dying in digging up the Herb, we look upon’t 
as fabulous. 

Queft. 6. Whether do you think most in the right, Ari- 
ftotle that thought the -Rational Soul diffus'd all over the 
Body, or Carteflus, who confin'd it to the Glandula pi- 
nealis, or a late Author who woud place it in the 
Nerves ? 

Anfw. Since the late Author whe placed the Soul in 
the Nerves pretends to examine the other two, we'll 
Confider the weight ot his Arguments, and afterwards 
give our Sentiments upon the whole. 

1. He denies the Soul to be in all the Body, Be- 
eauje (fays he) if 4 Nerve be tyed, all the dependant Ra- 
mifications become Motionle{s, and feel no impreffidn whas- 
ever, therefore the Sout cannot be in the parts below the 
Ligature : As much as to fay thus, if a Man ex- 
ote in a great Glafs Bottle feal’d up Hermetically , 
is Soul cannot get out; an excellent way for A- 
theifts that have a mind to fecure themfelves from the 
Devil. But if after all we fhall find the Sou! of too 
refin'd a Subftance to be caggd up, the Atheift will 
be ata lofs: And thus alfo if the Soul caa’t be ty’d 
by a material Ligature; nay, tho’ a Leg were cut 
off, if the Soul it felf is indivifible, immaterial, ¢s’e. 
then our Authors Opinion is as weak at leaft as either 
that of Arifforle, or that of Des Cartes ; fince it may 
be thus folv'’d, The Soul retires from thole Ramifications 
below the Ligature, as being by {uch ufage incapacitated, for a 
proper actuation. 

The next he engages Des Cartes, and fays the Glzn- 
dula pinealis is neither penfile, nor moveable, Bec. Alas 
poor Soul, chat ctnnot ftay in any place where ’tis not 
hang’d like a Pig ina ftring, or cofsd like a Cat in a 
Blanket :- the reft is too ridiculous te proceed in. 

Nor muft the laft Authors pofition find better 
treatment than the Opinions of Ariffotle and Cartefius, 
whom he pretends to confute ; for fince he fays the 
Seul isin the Nerves, we demand of him what it is, 
and how big > We knew how much ‘tis poffible for 
the Nerves te contain, and that they are a place: Now 

if the Sol according to al] Definitions that have ever 
yet been made of it, is of fuch a Nature as is incom- 
patible with Longitude, Mageitude, Divifibility, Place, 
and {uch grofs Terms, how unreafonable is it to affign 
to it either the Nerves, or any other place, we leave 
te all the World to judge. Wherever we fee] the 
Effeéts of it, we can reafonably fay it is there, but the 
manner how we know not; and if fo, we muft fa 
cis rota in tore, and pars in qualibet parte, which pofiti- 
on will always ftand goed till we can diftinguifh Sa- 

rs by the Eyes, and Sounds by the Palate; that 
F ObjeGts by pewers altogether incompatible to ‘em. 
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Queft. 7. 1 was in Covent Galee  whenthe Cleck fruck 


two, when I came to Somerfet-houleby that.iy wanted a quar. 
ter of two, when I came to St. Clements it tras half an boyp 
paft two, when I came 10 St. Dunftans it wanted 4 quarter 
10, hy Mr. Knib’s Dyal in Fleet-ftreet it was jn/t two, when 
I came to Ludgate it was half an bour paft one, when I came 
to Bow Church, is wanted a quarter of two, by the Dyal 
near Stocks Market it was a quarter paft two, and when 
came to the Royal Exchange it wanted 2 quarter of two; 
This I averr for a Truth, and defire to know bow long I was 
walking from Covent Garden to the Royal Exchange ? 

An{w. This isa merry fort ofa Queftion, but not with. 
out fomething of Curiofity in’. We can tél] you what 
twas o’th’ Clock when yeu came juft half of the way 
by taking the Medium of your Walk, and the Medium 
of the Differences amongft the Dyals : Since therefore 
tis iupposd that. you walk’d the fame pace all the way 
and that the Clocks, tho’ differently fet, moved the fame 
pace ; and fince you cou’d not be at all places at once 
well fuppofe you juft half way, which is narrowly a. 
bout Kmib’s Dyal in Fleet-/freet, which you fay was 1.b 
45.m. pott. Merid. which taken in with the reft, the Re. 
{olution may be thus: 


h. p- Mer. h. h. min. 

2a! 17 per 175 15 

ie | 60 

2 ; | — 

13 | 103§ 

2-——~ 

i2 | 9 the N° of Differences. 

: < | 60_ h. m. poft Mer, 

2+ | $40) 1035] 1: 5 

— | 495| 99 |33/t1]_ 4, min 
ee §40! FO3!136|12)— 1: ¥§ 


An{w.Knib’sDyal went $ minutes too faft,and you were 
juft half che way at 55 minutes paft one of the Clock: the 
Queftion admits no better Anfwer that we know of. 


7 The Gentleman that defires an Account of our 
Young Students Library, will find it in che Works of the 
Learned for Fanucry, p.274. if not too high a Com- 
plement upon it. "i ; 

The Queftion concerning Scepticifm, 8c. will be an- 
{werd inour next Mercury. 

The 12 Numbers that compleat our sth. Volume will be 
publiht nexe Weduefday, with a Preface and Index 
to the whole. 
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Anbertifements. 


ac he Works of the Learned, Or an Hilto- 

T rical Account, and Impartial Judg- 
ment of Books newly Printed, both For- 
reign and Domeftick : As alfo the State: of 
Learning in the World. To be publifhed 
Monthly fauuary, 169;. by F. Dela Crofe, 
alate Author of the Univer{al and Hiffortwal 
Bibliotheque. London Printed for John Dunton 
at the Raven in the Poaltrey. 

*.* There is newly pitblifhed the Effigies ef Ge- 
eral Ginckle, after Mr. Hill in Tork Buildings, Painted 
by the Life fiace his return from Ireland, done in Met- 
Zo-Tinto. By Robert Williams over againit the Royal 
Bagnio in Long Acre, fold at moft Print Shops in Lea- 
don. : 


His is to give Notice, That Dr. Cafarelli an Italian Mi- 
nifter, will preach every Sunday in the After noom 4z 
Guild-hall Chappel, beginning next Sunday of this prefens 
February, where will alfo be Prayers according to the ufage 
and Liturgy of the Church of England. 


LON DON, Printed for John PWunton at the Raven inthe Poulsrey. 1692. 
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